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Hermeneutics
Being a German philosopher, Hans-Georg Gadamer spent time looking at the meaning of hermeneutics. This is a discipline that looks at interpretations of various texts. It initially looked at religious interpretations based on the information given. The word hermeneutics is a derivative of the Greek word Hermes, a messenger god who carried information that was supposed to be interpreted and understood. Then human beings were supposed to follow the information. As such, the discipline has been associated with the interpretation of religious information of various religions such as Islam and Christianity. Gadamer (1977) saw the discipline of hermeneutics in a different view. In his work, he looks at how work of art can be explained by hermeneutics. 
Gadamer explores a work of art as a personal creation that has absolute spirit in it, that is, it has self-knowledge that can be redeemed by hermeneutics. According to him, a work of art is not merely created to impress people but a creation of intelligence that can only be communicated through interpretation of the work. A profound interpretation of a work of art shows a deeper coexistence between art and its creator. As such, Gadamer said the work of art's expressive power could not be limited to the original meaning of the word as displayed in its original form. Still, the emphasis is also vested in the creator of the work. Thus, it can maintain its original meaning on limited occasions. Gadamer says that even if we see a work of art as a creation of unconscious genius, any work of art can convey information just like Hermes did (Aesthetics and Hermeneutics p. 96). He saw hermeneutics as an expression of meaning that aims to avoid misunderstanding but not just mere interpretation of texts as represented by the traditional hermeneutics that explains the discipline as an art of mediating and clarifying texts through personal efforts to interpret the texts. 
With his definition of hermeneutics, Gadamer considered the beauty of nature as a mirror of beauty art. When men enjoy and regard natural objects as beautiful, it is not a wordless object as it has the harmony of colors and designs that make them appealing to humans. As such, a work of art communicates that we should interpret and understand and thus work of art is part of hermeneutic objects (Aesthetics and Hermeneutics p. 98). Hermeneutics uses the expression that manifests the use of all linguistic expressions to convey meaning and understanding to people. During interpretation of ideas and works of art, an individual translates the work from one language to another the way the information passed by Hermes was translated. Gadamer uses this to give assertions that a work of art is an object of hermeneutics. 
In his understanding of hermeneutics, Gadamer (1977) says art has similar behavior to that of languages as they can carry information that requires interpretation to understand and avoid misunderstandings. This diverted the focus of hermeneutics on texts that aimed at mere interpretation and understanding to focus on human creations that are non-linguistic. Still, they carry information that systematic in nature and different from the previous conceptions. As such, hermeneutic should concentrate more on better approaches to the work of art and its interpretation. 
In his attempt to show the different complexity of hermeneutics, Gadamer says vestiges are fragments of the past that have survived the effect of time and have been used to reconstruct the world and culture that created these vestiges. This serves the same purpose as sources used to reconstruct the past and understand the kind of people who lived during that time of such creations. As such, vestiges are fragments of a whole thing that has a meaning (Aesthetics and Hermeneutics p. 99). Gadamer's attention was what type of hermeneutic is art. Art seems to convey fragmented information about the whole world and can share complete information about the same. As such, Gadamer could not give a conclusion of whether art is the source of information or a vestige. 
In his interpretation of hermeneutics, Gadamer (1977) points out that any information presented to human should be handled appropriately as it can convey a different meaning to that is being said. As such, the meaning of a text is not to understand the text's wording but look at the deeper meaning of the words used. As such, we should not interpret information, texts, or work of art by the physical appearance but have a deeper understanding of what is conveyed in the information. This will ensure better understanding and avoid misunderstandings. 
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